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American people for this safety net.
The American people were there for me
and my family when we needed it most.
We need to be there for people who
need it most now.

Every year, several Members take
part in the Food Stamp Challenge. You
eat for 1 week on average food stamp
benefits, which is $1.50 per meal. Every
Member should join us in the food
stamp challenge this year, especially
Members who want to cut food stamps.
You need to know what it means to be
hungry.

We simply cannot cut $16 billion in
critical SNAP benefits. Food stamps
not only feed hungry children, seniors,
and veterans, but also promote real
growth and create jobs. It makes no
economic sense and no moral sense to
cut $16 billion from the food stamp pro-
gram.

We should reject these heartless cuts
on the poor and get back to creating
the jobs and opportunities for every-
one. People would rather have a job in-
stead of food stamps to feed their fam-
ily, but until Republicans support ef-
forts to create jobs, we have a moral
responsibility and a duty to make sure
that at least people eat.

It’s hard to believe, in 2012, we are
debating feeding people.

———

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN FOR ITS PERSECUTION
OF PASTOR YOUCEF
NADHARKANI

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, a few
weeks ago, the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee passed a resolution
condemning the government of Iran for
its continued persecution of Pastor
Youcef Nadharkani.

Pastor Youcef sits in prison for the
crime of practicing his faith and wish-
ing to raise his two young boys in that
faith. His crime was to go to his sons’
school and ask that they not be sub-
jected to Islamic indoctrination. For
that, he was taken directly to a tri-
bunal and sentenced to death by hang-
ing.

Despite years of imprisonment, his
faith has held up under intense interro-
gation and torture. And now the gov-
ernment has extended its campaign of
terror to Pastor Youcef’s lawyer.
Muhammed Ali Dadkhah has been dis-
barred and sentenced to 9 years impris-
onment for representing the pastor.
He’s been pressured to confess to
crimes he did not commit.

The government of Iran has no re-
spect for human rights, or even for
their own written laws. I'm glad to see
my Senate colleagues stand up for Pas-
tor Youcef. The world needs to know
what is happening here.

I urge the government of Iran to re-
turn this father to his wife and his two
sons.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SUPPORTING CATHOLIC SISTERS

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to express my support for House Reso-
lution 689, a resolution introduced by
my colleague, ROSA DELAURO, honoring
Catholic Sisters for their tremendous
contributions to our country.

Catholic Sisters have long been re-
sponsible for providing care to the
neediest, most marginalized people in
our society. Whether they’re feeding
the hungry, clothing the poor, edu-
cating our students, healing the sick,
or fighting for a cleaner environment,
the Catholic Sisters have touched mil-
lions of lives across the country and
around the world.

Madam Speaker, Catholic hospitals
call themselves dignity hospitals in my
district, and they play a key role in
providing health services, and those in-
stitutions all rely on the tireless sup-
port of Catholic Sisters.

I want to pay special tribute to one
of them, my constituent, Sister Janet
Corcoran, a member of the Sisters of
St. Francis who works at Marian Med-
ical Center in Santa Maria, California.
She’s a pillar of our community, tire-
lessly advocating everywhere she goes
on behalf of better health care, edu-
cation, social justice, peace, and envi-
ronmental protection.

Reinforced by a deep faith in God,
she and other Catholic Sisters on the
Central Coast, and throughout the
country demonstrate an unwavering
commitment to the common good day
in and day out. We have much to thank
them for, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this important
resolution.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE 103RD
BIRTHDAY OF CLEONE HODGES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Ms. Cleone Hodges
of Boone on the occasion of her 103rd
birthday.

A teaching position in Appalachian
State University’s Health Sciences de-
partment brought Ms. Hodges to Boone
in 1938. Immediately, she was active in
our community, serving 23 years as
secretary for the parks department,
teaching Sunday school at the First
Baptist Church, and becoming active in
community garden clubs.

A scholarship in her name exists to
support the work of students in her
former department.

Ms. Hodges’ natural athletic talent
helped her take the golf world by storm
following retirement. On top of numer-
ous regional wins, Hodges won three
gold and two silver medals in national
senior golf competitions. She scored
the third of her career holes in one at
the age of 93.
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Ms. Hodges, a 2005 inductee to the
Watauga County Sports Hall of Fame,
is a mother to her son, J.B., a grand-
mother to two, and a great-grand-
mother to three.

With the rest of the Boone commu-
nity, I wish her the happiest of birth-
days and hope for many, many more.

EXPEDITING TRAFFIC AT THE
PEACE BRIDGE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, the
Peace Bridge is the second-busiest
crossing at the U.S.-Canada border. Ex-
pediting traffic at the bridge is essen-
tial to the economic future of western
New York.

The historic Beyond the Border
agreement between the United States
and Canada raises the possibility of
pre-inspecting much of the U.S.-bound
cargo traffic on the Canadian side of
the border crossing. I have repeatedly
advocated that the Department of
Homeland Security initiate a pilot pro-
gram for commercial pre-inspection at
the Peace Bridge. Last week, New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo added his
strong support for this proposal.

What Governor Cuomo understands,
Madam Speaker, is that the pre-inspec-
tion at the Peace Bridge would go a
long way toward improving congestion
at the bridge and, thereby, further in-
tegrating the western New York econ-
omy with that of southern Ontario.
The success of the western New York
economy is undoubtedly tied to pre-
dictable, reliable access into and out of
Canada. Let’s take the steps necessary
to open up this bottleneck.

——————

BIPARTISAN HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Madam Speaker, like
many of my colleagues, my top pri-
ority continues to be job creation in
our country. That’s why I was so heart-
broken with the recent health care de-
cision by the United States Supreme
Court. No matter what we think about
the impact this law will have on the
prevalence of health care in our coun-
try, it is not good for small businesses,
and it is devastating for job creation.

This law creates massive amounts of
uncertainty, raises taxes and huge ad-
ministrative burdens, and places sig-
nificant new mandates on entre-
preneurs and small businesses. Not a
recipe for economic recovery.

That’s why I stand today in support
of a repeal of this massive burden on
our economy. We need health care re-
form in this country, no doubt, and I
stand ready to work with Members of
both parties on a fresh start, a truly bi-
partisan bill that will actually reduce
the cost of care, not simply shift the
burden.
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